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Introductiaon

Dissociation is associated with varnous symptoms, the main
one being the alteration of consciousness, which affects
memarn and  identity  (Kihlstrom, 20058). Some  studies
indicate that dissociation is mare commaon in Younoer people
(Espitito-Santo & Pio Abreu, 2007; Ross, Ryan, Andersan,
Foss, & Hardy, 1989, It is also among younder people,
particularly college students, that most psychopathological
symptoms are found (Schwarkz, 2006, Kizrow, 2003,
Almeida, Soares & Ferreira, 1999 Ratingan, 1989; Stone &
Archer, 1990; Parker, Summerfeldt, Hoogan, & Majeski,
2004). The assessment context invaolves intemersonal
relationships, and  naturally, this relationship  bebtieen
examiner and examinee is influenced by the personal
characteristics that each one brings to the situation (M edway
& Cefferty, 13992).

M aterizls and Methods

Objective

The aim of this research was to verify if there is a difference
in dissociation or  other peychopathological  symptoms
hetween two groups of collede students when gquestioned by
two different examiners.

Instruments

' Nlissociative Expetiences Scale (DES) (Bernstein & Putnarm,
1HEE6)

v Brief Siymetorn inventons (BS1) (Derogatis & Melizaratos,
1983)

v Wariowe-Crowene 20T Social Desira il Scale (i C- 201 0)
SDE) (Strahan & Gerbasi, 1972

Participants
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Procedures

We collected the data between 2008 and 2010, Student
paricipation was woluntary  and  students were  verbally
infommed, while the confidentiality and anonymity of the data
collected was ahway s ensured. The total sample was divided
into two groups: one group was evaluated by an examiner
similar to the examinees (Group A) and the other was
evaluated by a professor (Group B).
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Table 1

Differences of the average scores of the two groups in the
Dissociative Experiences Scale (DES), and Brief Symptom
Irwentary (BEN and the factorsfor both scales
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WWe verify that there are significant differences between both
groups for all the variahles. On the DES total score Group A
scored an average significantly higher than that obtained by
Group B. In the G5l accessed by the BSI, Group A got an
average score significantly higher than that of Group B,
however, regarding the BSl factors, there were anly
sighfficant  differences in phohia, psychoticism  and
ohsessions. We did nat find significant diferences behtiween
groupsit=-1.46 p=0.148) onthe MC-2010) S0E.

Conclusions

We proposed to verify if there was a difference in dissociation
ar other payvchopathological symptoms hetween two groups
of studentswhen guestioned by tiwo different examiners, ane
of whorm was closer to them in age and academic status, and
the other of wharm was a teacher. This study should be s=2en
aspreliminarny.

When we |looked at the difference behween examiners, we
found higher scores in the sample collected by the younger
examiner. These differences are significant in the DES total
scores and in all factors, aswell as in the G5l and in some
BSl factars ({phohkia, psychoticiam, and obsessive-
compulsive). According to the values obtained in the MC-
201 5058, the differences are not related to social
desirability. This result can be explained by the lack of
authority of the exarminer; according to Ardila®! the exarminer
must be seen as an authority figure, but cerdain personal
characteristics such as gender, age, ethnicity, social status,
ar proximity to the individual, may undemmine this authority. [0
many societies social status is accorded to elders, so they
are considered wiser and therefore more reliable than
YOURQer persons, who are seen as less capahle. That said, in
Western and other developed societies, the young are seen
as having hetter scientific and technological knowledge!
thus the way the examinee perceives the examiner varies
from culture to culture.
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